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1. Introduction 

1.1 Modifications P30, P114 and P315 defined a number of data flows that are available to non-Parties on 

request, subject to set licensing arrangements and fees.  The fee for access to the complete set of data flows 

is currently £3,000 p.a.   

1.2 Modification P344 (Project TERRE) introduced the role of Virtual Lead Party (VLP).  VLPs are aggregators of 

SVA registered units for the sole purpose of participating in the provision of balancing services. They can 

participate in both the Balancing Market and Replacement Reserve market (introduced by Project TERRE). 

VLPs are entitled to receive all the same data flows as any other BSC Party, including those covered by P30, 

P114 and P315.  VLPs pay a Base VLP Monthly Charge of £125, or £1,500 p.a.  This means that in principle 

any individual or organisation wishing to receive the data flows could register as a VLP and so receive the 

data for half the cost they would pay to access the data via the normal route.  The Base VLP Charge of 

£125/month (half of the Base Monthly charge for BSC Parties) was agreed proposed by ELEXON and 

approved by the Panel. This was based on guidance from the P344 Modification Workgroup that as VLPs will 

not have the full range of access that BSC Parties have, they should not pay as much. It ties in with the 

principal that P344 arrangements should encourage participation as much as possible and not be seen as a 

hindrance. 

1.3 Non-BSC Parties are required by Section V.3.2.7 to sign a licence for access to the data specified in Section 

V.3.2 as a result of modifications P30, P114 and P315.  The licence is complex and places significant 

restrictions on the uses of the data.  

2. Cost of Data Access 

2.1 Section V.3.2.7 relates to access to these data flows by a non-Party, and states that “the payment or periodic 

payment by such person to BSCCo of a sum (established and revised from time to time by BSCCo) 

representing the reasonable costs of providing such data to that person.”   

2.2 In order to resolve the anomaly note above, ELEXON propose to reduce the annual charge for ELEXON to 

send data to non-Parties from £3,000 to £1,500. A charge is retained to reflect costs incurred by ELEXON in 

providing this service. 

2.3 The data flows covered by these arrangements are detailed in Appendix 1. 
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https://www.elexon.co.uk/mod-proposal/p030-availability-of-market-information-to-b-s-c-parties-and-non-b-s-c-parties/
https://www.elexon.co.uk/mod-proposal/p114-entitlement-of-licence-exemptable-generators-legs-and-other-non-trading-parties-to-bsc-membership-without-evidence-of-trading/
https://www.elexon.co.uk/mod-proposal/p315/
https://www.elexon.co.uk/mod-proposal/p344/
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3. BEIS/Ofgem Energy Data Taskforce 

3.1 In 2018, BEIS and Ofgem established the Energy Data Taskforce (EDTF) to advise Government, Ofgem and 

industry on how to unlock value from data within the energy system.  The increased value will benefit 

consumers by delivering greater competition, driving innovation in new products, services and business 

models, and ultimately producing a more efficient, cost-effective energy market. 

3.2 The EDTF made five recommendations.  Recommendation 2 ‘Maximising the Value of Data’ stated that 

“Government and Ofgem should direct the sector to adopt the principle that: 

‘Energy System Data should be Presumed Open, using their range of existing legislative and regulatory 

measures as appropriate, supported by requirements that data is ‘Discoverable, Searchable, Understandable’, 

with common ‘Structures, Interfaces and Standards’ and is ‘Secure and Resilient’ ”. 

3.3 The Open Knowledge Foundation (a global non-profit organisation focused on realising open data’s value to 

society by helping civil society groups access and use data to take action on social problems) defines Open 

Data as data and content that can be freely used, modified, and shared by anyone for any purpose.  Similarly 

the EDTF report states that “Open Data should be Discoverable, Searchable, Understandable, adopt a 

sensible approach to Structures, Interfaces and Standards and ensure that it supports a Secure and Resilient 

Energy System.” 

3.4 In order to meet the criteria of Open Data, data must be both free from overly restrictive licence conditions 

and must be in a format that is easily understandable by the user.  A number of the P114 data flows are in 

complex data formats developed to allow efficient data transfer over legacy IT systems, and do not 

necessarily lend themselves to simple interpretation by new users. 

4. Proposed Solution 

4.1 Under BSC Section V3.2.7, the approval of the Panel is required to change the form of the agreement 

between BSCCo and a person who is not a Party requesting the provision of data.  The BSC does not specify 

that there may only be a single methodology for the provision of the data, nor does it state that all persons 

must be charged the same amount.   

4.2 ELEXON propose that, subject to Panel approval, we develop an interim service providing a new version of 

the most popular data items currently available to non-parties under P30, P114 and P315 on the Portal in a 

new format.  This data would be available to any person to download at no cost under the same Open Data 

licence as the BMRS data.  This licence is provided in Appendix 2. 

4.3 ELEXON intend to bring a further paper to the October Panel. We will request that the Panel raise a 

Modification to develop an enduring service that: 

a) makes extended datasets available to non-parties at no cost under the same Open Data licence as the 

BMRS data; and 

b) addresses further Open Data issues raised by the EDTF report. 

4.4 It is anticipated that most non-BSC Parties will migrate to the new, free, self-service system.  However, it is 

possible that non-BSC Parties may have developed internal systems based on the receipt of these data flows, 

and so we do not want to preclude the option for non-BSC Parties to make use of the existing system.  Many 

BSC Parties will also benefit from the new system, as it will offer self-service data on demand in easy to 

understand formats. 

4.5 The reduction in the charge for provision of this service ensures that non-BSC Parties do not pay more than 

others do for use of the existing system, while the retention of a charge reflects the fact that ELEXON 
continue to incur costs from our service providers for the provision of the system. 

 

https://es.catapult.org.uk/news/energy-data-taskforce-report/
https://okfn.org/
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5. Recommendations 

5.1 We invite you to: 

a) NOTE that ELEXON intend to reduce the charges for receipt of P30, P114 and P315 data flows under the 

existing data provision service from £3,000 to £1,500 p.a. ; 

b) APPROVE the creation of an interim service whereby any person can access the data currently available 

under P30, P114 and P315 via the ELEXON portal under the same Open Data Licence currently applied 

to data available on the BMRS; 

c) NOTE that ELEXON will not make a charge for any person to access this data via the temporary service; 

and 

d) NOTE that ELEXON intend to bring a paper to the October 2019 Panel addressing wider issues on Open 

Data arising from the EDTF report. 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Emma Tribe, Business Intelligence Analyst 

Emma.Tribe@elexon.co.uk 

020 7380 4251 

 

Jeremy Caplin, Design Authority 

Jeremy.caplin@elexon.co.uk  

020 7380 4328 

 
  

mailto:Emma.Tribe@elexon.co.uk
mailto:Jeremy.caplin@elexon.co.uk
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Appendix 1 – Data Provided under P30, P114 and P315 

Market Domain Data (MDD) – provided under ‘P30’ licence arrangements 

MDD is the central repository of Supplier Volume Allocation (SVA) market information and is essential to the 

operation of the SVA arrangements. ELEXON provide the ‘D0269’ or ‘D0270’ data flows upon request, which include 

critical parameters such as Standard Settlement Configurations, Profile Classes, Grid Supply Point (GSP) Groups and 

market participant information. 

Profile Coefficient Data – provided under ‘P30’ licence arrangements 

In the Non Half Hourly market, energy prices are based on predicted consumption using ‘load profiles’ that vary 

both geographically and between different types of customers (Profile Classes).  Information on load profiles (Profile 

Coefficient data) is essential for Suppliers and buyers to accurately compare market price quotes and for demand 

forecasting.   

Reports provided under ‘P114′ licence arrangements 

SAA-I014 (subflow 2) 

This report contains everything that happened in the Settlement systems on a particular day, broken down into half 

hour Settlement Periods. This includes System Buy/Sell Prices, information on trading activity and charges for each 

Balancing Mechanism Unit (Party), Metered Volumes and Settlement cash flow information. It also has the all the 

information needed to re-calculate the System Buy and Sell Prices. 

CDCA-I029 

This report provides the energy consumption by each regional Grid Supply Point (GSP) Group in Great Britain. By 

interpreting this report you can find out where the demand is and when. 

CDCA-I030 

This report includes the volume of energy that was metered at each Distribution System Connection Point for each 

Settlement Run per day. This can be used to determine the areas of demand and generation in the distribution 

networks and the line losses that can be expected as these are factored into Suppliers’ tariffs. This is essentially the 

aggregated metering flows report (CDCA I029 above) broken down into specific connection points in the GSP Group. 

CDCA-I042 

This report from the Central Data Collection Agent tells you the Metered Volumes of energy for each BM Unit for 

each aggregation run per day. This describes exactly what each individual BM Unit has consumed or generated, and 

whether this is an estimated or actual value. 

Reports provided under ‘P315′ licence arrangements 

P0276 ‘BSCCo GSP Group Consumption Totals Report’ 

A BSCCo version of the D0276 ‘GSP Group Consumption Totals Report’, which is a report of Consumption 

Component Class totals for each GSP Group. It is produced daily for the SF, RF and DF Settlement Runs for all runs 

performed on or after the 30 June 2016, as well as for historical SF and RF runs for Settlement Dates from 1 July 

2014. 

P0277 ‘GSP Group Market Matrix Report’ 

This report is an aggregated (market-level) version of the D0082 ‘Supplier Purchase Matrix Report’, which is a report 

for each Supplier per GSP Group containing the details of the Supplier Purchase Matrix rows used in the calculation 

of a Settlement Run. The P0277 is produced by summing the data in the D0082 across all Suppliers and Data 

Aggregators, for all Settlement Runs performed on or after the 30 June 2016 other than the II run. 
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Appendix 2 – ELEXON Open Data Licence 

Copyright: Licence to use BMRS Open Data 

This licence applies to You if you are not a BSC Party. BSC Parties’ are parties to the Balancing and Settlement Code 

and their use of BMRS Data is governed by the terms of the Balancing and Settlement Code. 

If You are not a BSC Party, this licence governs Your access to and Use of the BMRS Data made available by 

ELEXON Limited at http://www.bmreports.com 

Use of copyright and database right material expressly made available under this licence indicates Your acceptance 

of the terms and conditions below. 

ELEXON Limited hereby grants You a worldwide, royalty-free, perpetual, non-exclusive licence to Use the BMRS 

Data subject to the conditions below. 

Attributions 

When You Use BMRS Data, You must always use the following attribution statement to acknowledge the source of 

the information: Contains BMRS data © ELEXON Limited copyright and database right [year]. Where possible You 

must also contain a link to this licence.  

The same attribution statements must be contained in any sub-licences of the BMRS Data that You grant, together 

with a requirement that any further sub-licences do the same. 

Using BMRS Open Data under this licence 

You are free to: 

 copy, publish, distribute and transmit the BMRS Data 

 adapt the BMRS Data 

 exploit the BMRS Data, including commercially, or by including it in your own product or application 

You must, where you do any of the above: 

 acknowledge the source of the BMRS Data by including any attribution statement stated above and, where 

possible, provide a link to this licence 

 ensure that You do not use the BMRS Data in a way that suggests any official status or that ELEXON 

endorses you or your use of the BMRS Data 

 ensure that You do not mislead others or misrepresent the BMRS Data or its source 

These are important conditions of this licence and if You fail to comply with them the rights granted to you under 

this licence, or any similar licence granted by the ELEXON, will end automatically. 

Exemptions 

This licence does not cover the use of: 

 personal data 

 third party rights that ELEXON is not authorised to licence 

 Information subject to other intellectual property rights, including patents, trademarks, and design rights 
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No warranty 

To the extent possible, ELEXON offers the BMRS DATA as-is and as-available, and makes no representations or 

warranties of any kind concerning the Licensed Material, whether express, implied, statutory, or other. This includes, 

without limitation, warranties of title, merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose, non-infringement, absence of 

latent or other defects, accuracy, or the presence or absence of errors, whether or not known or discoverable. 

Where disclaimers of warranties are not allowed in full or in part, this disclaimer may not apply to You. 

To the extent possible, in no event will ELEXON be liable to You on any legal theory (including, without limitation, 

negligence) or otherwise for any direct, special, indirect, incidental, consequential, punitive, exemplary, or other 

losses, costs, expenses, or damages arising out of this License or use of the BMRS DATA, even if ELEXON Limited 

has been advised of the possibility of such losses, costs, expenses, or damages. Where a limitation of liability is not 

allowed in full or in part, this limitation may not apply to You. 

General                  

ELEXON may, from time to time, issue new versions of this licence. However, You may continue to Use the BMRS 

Data licensed under this version should you wish to do so. 

This licence is governed by the laws of England and Wales and any dispute arising under it shall be submitted to the 

exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of England and Wales. 

Definitions 

In this licence, the terms below have the following meanings: 

‘BMRS Data’ means the BMRS Data made available on the Balancing Mechanism Reporting Service website or (for 

historic BMRS Data) the ELEXON Portal website; 

‘ELEXON’ means ELEXON Limited (Company Registration Number 3782949) being the Balancing and Settlement 

Code Company; 

‘Use’ as a verb, means doing any act which is restricted by copyright or database right, whether in the original 

medium or in any other medium, and includes without limitation distributing, copying, adapting, modifying as may 

be technically necessary to use it in a different mode or format. 

‘You’ or ‘Your’ means the natural or legal person, or body of persons corporate or incorporate, acquiring rights 

under this licence. 

 


