UMSUG paper – Review of Charge Code and Switch Regime
Spreadsheets
1.

Introduction

The Charge Code and Switch Regime Spreadsheets contain historical data that is no longer
relevant for settlement purposes. This paper proposes a review of that data in order to
streamline the spreadsheets. It is anticipated that such a review may have the benefit of
revealing any invalid data for correction.

2.

Rationale

Over the past few months the author has noted emails from UMSUG members requesting
correction of errors and removal of duplications within the above spreadsheets. It has been
noted that where errors have been corrected or entries end dated, these entries are “greyed
out”. Entries that have been superseded by new data, e.g. burn hours review and load research
are also shaded in the same way.
It has also been mentioned that such errors cause difficulties if users try to load this data into
their unmetered systems.
There may be other issues that UMSOs and other stakeholders encounter when using the
spreadsheets, it is hoped that this paper may flush them out.

3.

Example Issues

3.1

Switch Regime Spreadsheet

Examples from the Switch Regime spreadsheet are shown below;

For each of these regimes there are three entries, two of which have been end dated in 2010
and 2011 respectively. PSL100 requires data used in the calculation of settlement data to be
retained for a period of 40 months. The first two entries therefore no longer have any relevance
and could be deleted from the spreadsheet.
However, it is appreciated that in some cases UMSOs may have calculated EACs based on old
data and because the customer has not submitted a changed inventory in the last 40 months,
the EAC may not have been recalculated using current data. In this case the UMSO may
require the old data to support the EAC calculation.
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3.2

Charge Code Spreadsheet

3.2.1 The Charge Code Spreadsheet contains three columns that no longer serve any function
and could be deleted, these are:
Old Charge Code – Suggest all customers should be using 13 digit codes by now.
Status – The main entries are “T”, “P” or blank. These relate to the old Charge Code
approval process, where Charge Codes were Temporary or Permanent. There are
also entries that should be in the Amendment Notes column.
Standard/Non Standard Conversion – This relates to the migration from 7 to 13 digit
codes and is no longer relevant.
3.2.2 The extract below from the Charge Code Spreadsheet contains multiple entries for the
same Charge Code where changes have been made to the values.

As with the Switch Regime Spreadsheet, UMSOs may wish to retain this end dated data to
support EAC calculations.
3.2.3 Some Charge Codes have multiple ranges to identify equipment. For example CCTV has
three ranges in use – 7932, 854, 870, the current range is 870 whilst 7932 and 854 are
discontinued. 7932 still has a few live codes in the Charge Code spreadsheet, whilst 854 has
none listed but there are a few UMSO miscellaneous codes in use. It is suggested all of these
could be amalgamated into the 870 range.
There are probably other areas where codes could be amalgamated, again for example, comms
equipment appearing both in the 79 traffic signal range and the miscellaneous coding.

4.

Recommendation

The UMSUG is invited to:
Appoint a small working group to carry out a thorough review of the spreadsheets to
identify errors and invalid data needing correction in the Operational Spreadsheets and
report back at the next UMSUG meeting.
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Approve removal of the Old Charge Code, Status, and Standard/Non Standard
Conversion columns from the Operational Charge Code Spreadsheet.
Consider whether historical data can be deleted from the spreadsheet in line with the
PSL100 data retention requirements or if an alternative timescale is appropriate.
Highlight to the working group any further improvements that could be made to the
Operational Spreadsheets.
Nigel Birchley
Tuesday, 10 March 2020
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