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 Coming up this week

3 November
Supplier Volume Allocation Group at 10.00

5 November
Trading Disputes Committee at 10.00
 

November 2015 Release go-live

The November 2015 BSC Systems Release will be implemented on Thursday 5 November 2015. 

Further information on the Approved Modifications and Change Proposals included in this Release and the new
versions of BSC Sections and BSC Configurable Items is available in the Release Circular: Implementation of the
November 2015 BSC Systems Release. For details of the BSC Agent Downtime required to deploy the November
2015 to live, please see ELEXON Circular EL02314. 

Please note that the Supplier Volume Allocation Agent (SVAA) software solution for P300 'Introduction of new
Measurement Classes to support Half Hourly DCUSA Tariff Changes' that will be implemented on Thursday
contains a known defect. This defect only impacts the inclusion of data relating to the new Measurement
Classes in the Aggregated DUoS Report (D0300), which is first issued for the Initial Settlement run. We will fix
this defect before the Initial Settlement Volume Allocation Run for Settlement Day 5 November 2015 takes
place, to ensure there will be no impact on participants.

If you have any queries regarding the Release, please call Colin Berry on 020 7380 4112 or email
releases@elexon.co.uk.

Industry Information Day: EU-wide Cost Benefit Analysis on changes to
Imbalance Settlement Period

On Monday 16 November, ELEXON, in collaboration with National Grid and Energy UK, will host an Industry
Information Day on the forthcoming cost benefit analysis from ENTSO-E that will take place between mid-
November and mid-December. The purpose of this event is to help ensure that UK industry responses are
consistent and that there is a common understanding of the issue.

Background
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ENTSO-E is carrying out a cost benefit analysis on harmonising the imbalance settlement period across Europe.
A total of four time periods may be assessed: 30, 15, 10 and 5 minutes.

Agenda for the day
•    Introduction and housekeeping
•    Background and context to issue
•    Review of EU Workshop material
•    Our initial view of impacts
•    How the Cost Benefit Analysis will be run  
•    How to fill in questionnaire
•    Structured Q&A session
•    Next steps - including timescales

The event will take place at ELEXON's offices, from 10.00 to 16.00.

Registration
To register, please email events@elexon.co.uk by 17.00 on Monday 9 November or visit the Industry
Information Day page on our website.

Next BSC Panel meeting: 12 November 2015

The next scheduled BSC Panel meeting is on Thursday 12 November 2015 and will start at 10.00 at ELEXON’s
offices.

All agenda items will be held in open session (except those deemed confidential) and representatives of BSC
Parties may attend. Meeting papers will be published on the BSC Panel meeting section of the website
on Thursday 5 November.

If you would like to attend or have any queries, please email the Panel Secretary by Tuesday 10 November.

TIBCO Compression now live

The BSC Central Systems use TIBCO Rendezvous service to send near real time data to market participants.
This comprises mainly of data from the Balancing Mechanism Reporting Service (BMRS) system. 

Since the implementation of the Transparency Regulation (P295) and REMIT Modification (P291) in December
2014, the TIBCO payload has increased significantly as the P291/295 data is sent using Extensible Markup
Language (XML) format. This has contributed to higher risks of disconnections for participants. 

As previously communicated in ELEXON Circular EL02288, we have been planning to send compressed data on
a new port which reduces the size of data and therefore reduces the risk of disconnection.

We have now successfully implemented TIBCO Compression within the BSC Central Systems. The full benefit of
TIBCO Compression will be realised with most participants opting to use this functionality and we would request
the participants begin working with us as soon as possible. 

We request that TIBCO users contact bscservicedesk@cgi.com referencing ‘TIBCO Compression’ within the
email title; at this point we will support you in switching on this functionality. The process is a straightforward
configuration from participants’ server running Rendezvous Routing Daemon (RVRD). We will also provide
guidance documentation.

Please note that we shall provide this support on a ‘first come, first serve basis’.
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For further information, please call Zaahir Ghanty on 0207 380 4362 or email zaahir.ghanty@elexon.co.uk. 

Changes to operational data on the BMRS website

National Grid has implemented some changes to operational data published on the BMRS website to better
reflect the operational surplus levels in the near and long term forecast, and to help the industry respond to
system conditions. 

Surplus levels on BMRS (supplied by the Transmission Company) have previously included wind at 100% output
capacity. However, from 16 October 2015 this has changed to wind at forecast output levels in the 2-14 Day
Ahead Surplus (SPLD), and at seasonally adjusted load factors in the 2-52 week ahead Long Term Surplus
(SPLW). In both 2-14 Day Ahead Surplus and Long Term Surplus, interconnector flows have been set to zero in
the Surplus calculation. 

To reflect this, the information text on BMRS for Surplus on the Electricity Data Summary page, 2-14 Day
Ahead and 2-52 Week Ahead has also been updated to ‘Please note: published surpluses include the forecast
level for wind generation in short term time scales up to 14 days ahead and then at a seasonally dependant
load factor for 2-52 weeks ahead. Hydro is at full output useable so is therefore dependent on there being
sufficient sources of water for this level to be achieved.’

BSC Audit 2015/16: Auditor's Approach published

On Thursday 29 October, the BSC Auditor presented the details of its approach for the 2015/16 BSC Audit at
the Performance Assurance Board (PAB) meeting. The BSC Auditor’s Approach document describes how it will
deliver the 2015/16 BSC Audit scope and is available from the Audits page of our website. 
 
The Auditor is now planning the 2015/16 BSC Audit and in the process of contacting Performance Assurance
Parties that are subject to audit to arrange planning meetings.

For further information about the BSC Audit, please email BSCaudit@elexon.co.uk.

New website search tool: stop searching, start discovering

Our new search tool went live last month and aims to provide you with a more engaging and useful search
experience.

Have you used the online search yet? Here’s some guidance on how to use it, and you can also find this on
any search results page if you get stuck. 

We welcome your feedback on the new tool and how you’re finding the new features. Please let us know what
you think via your Operational Support Manager, or by emailing communications@elexon.co.uk.

Electricity Market Reform update

New working practices are now published
EMR Circular 64 was issued to inform CFD Generators and Capacity Providers that we have published new
working practices on the EMRS website. These documents relate to Metering activities for Contracts for
Difference (CFD) and Capacity Market (CM).

CFD Generators will be interested in the following: 
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WP002 - CFD Private Network Meter Commissioning, Proving and Calibration Tests 
WP024 - CFD Settlement Required Information 
WP032 - CFD Further Conditions Precedent (Metering)
WP033 - CFD Electrical Schematic Obligation 
WP134 - CFD Metering Technical Assurance 

Both Capacity Providers and CFD Generators will be interested in the following:

WP003 - EMR Trading Disputes and Non-compliances  
WP133 - EMR Metering Disputes Resolution Procedure

Keep in touch with what’s happening with EMR
Visit the EMR Settlement website to view the latest news on EMR. Our EMR Circulars keep you informed of the
latest changes, consultations and events. To register for EMR Circulars please subscribe to our mailing list on
the homepage of the EMRS website. The EMR Settlement Calendar is also a useful way to check what is
happening as it highlights key dates such as implementation events, deadlines for consultations and workshops.

If you have any questions, please email contact@emrsettlement.co.uk. 
 

News from National Grid

National Grid has issued a clarification note on the imbalance treatment of Supplemental Balancing Reserve
(SBR). This relates to BSC Modification P323 ‘Enabling inclusion and treatment of SBR in the Imbalance Price’.

P323 proposes to enable the value of Supplemental Balancing Reserve (SBR) to be included in the imbalance
price calculation without affecting Balancing Mechanism (BM) cash flows.

P322 Supplier Migration Plans

At its September meeting, the Performance Assurance Board (PAB) assessed all of the P322 Supplier Migration
Plans (SMPs). Following this PAB meeting, ELEXON contacted each Supplier to provide them with an update on
their approval status and comments from the PAB. Suppliers whose plans were not approved had the
opportunity to address these comments and the revised SMPs were then presented to the October PAB
meeting. At this meeting, the PAB approved plans for thirty three Suppliers, approved the SMP for one Supplier
subject to further clarification, and rejected one Supplier’s SMP. 

The PAB noted that Parties have made a considerable effort to formulate the SMPs and that Parties should be
thanked for their work. We and the PAB were encouraged that we received all of the expected SMPs from
Suppliers.

For more information, or if you have any questions, please email P272implementation@elexon.co.uk. 

Modifications, Change and Implementation

New BSC Issue 61 - Would you like to join the Issue Group?
Issue 61 ‘Changes to Gate Closure for Energy Contract Volume Notifications’ has been raised by EDF Energy,
and we are seeking members to join the Issue Group.

Issue 61 will look at allowing Energy Contract Volume Notifications (ECVNs) and Metered Volume Reallocation
Notifications (MVRNs) to be submitted after Gate Closure, up to a new notification submission deadline. This
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would decouple the timings of these notifications from those required under the Grid Code (such as Physical
Notifications), the deadline for which would remain unchanged. The Proposer considers that allowing ECVNs
and MVRNs to be submitted after Gate Closure would increase liquidity in the market.

We are looking to hold the first meeting on one of the following dates:

Friday 27 November
Wednesday 2 December
Friday 4 December

If you would like to be part of this Issue Group, please email bsc.change@elexon.co.uk by Wednesday
11 November, indicating your availability for these dates. You can still join the Issue Group after this time,
but we will not be able to take your availability into account when determining the first meeting date.

Further information can be found on the Issue 61 page of our website. If you have any questions, please
call David Kemp on 020 7380 4303 or email bsc.change@elexon.co.uk.

Implementation Dates for P318 and P321
The period to appeal the BSC Panel’s decision to approve P318 ‘Change of Party ID/Company Number Through
Enabling Assignment’ and P321 ‘Publication of Trading Unit Delivery Mode’ under Self-Governance closed on
Thursday 29 October 2015. No appeals were received, and so in accordance with the Panel’s determination:

P318 will be implemented on 25 February 2016 as part of the February 2016 Release.
P321 will be implemented on 30 June 2016 as part of the June 2016 Release.

P318 will enable a BSC Party to transfer its Party ID and/or change its Company Number in order to reassign
its rights and obligations under the BSC without going through the full Market Exit and Market Entry
procedures, when such a change is of an administrative nature only.

P321 will publish information on the direction of delivery (delivering or offtaking) of Trading Units, particularly
for each Grid Supply Point (GSP) Group, in each Settlement Period. This information can currently be obtained
through Balancing Services Use of System (BSUoS) bills and Transmission Loss Multiplier (TLM) values. The
Proposer sought this information to be explicitly provided to give customers better access to this information.

If you have any questions on P318, please call Dean Riddell on 020 7380 4366 or email
bsc.change@elexon.co.uk.

If you have any questions on P321, please call David Kemp on 020 7380 4303 or email
bsc.change@elexon.co.uk.

Qualification application approvals

On Thursday 29 October 2015, the Performance Assurance Board (PAB) approved the Qualification of Avro
Energy Limited as a Half Hourly and Non Half Hourly Supplier using the ‘AVRO’ MPID. The registered company
address for Avro Energy Limited is Unit 8, the Courtyard, Eliot Business Park, Nuneaton, Warwickshire, CV10
7RJ.

In addition, the PAB approved the transfer of Qualified Status from currently owned and operated as ICTIS
(UK) Ltd to Tym Huckin Ltd for the Meter Administrator role using the ‘ICTL’ MPID in line with the Change of
Ownership process outlined in BSCP537.

For more information about the Qualification, please call Arpita Nair on 020 7380 4169 or
email qualification@elexon.co.uk.
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Technical Assurance of Metering Agent Management Tool (TAAMT)
planned outage

Please be aware that the TAAMT will be down between 17.00 and 17.30 on Friday 6 November.
Following the outage, you should be able to log in again as normal, however if you experience any difficulties,
please email the TAA Helpdesk at TAA_service@candc-uk.com.
 

 

ELEXON Circulars published last week

Since Monday 26 October, we have published two ELEXON Circulars. These Circulars were for information and

related to:

EL02314: BSC Central Services planned downtime. Further to Release Circular: Implementation of the
November 2015 BSC Systems Release, there will be a planned downtime for the BSC Central Services between
23.57 (GMT) Wednesday 4 November until 9.15 (GMT) Thursday 5 November 2015.

EL02313: Planned National Grid outages. National Grid notified us that there will be planned downtime for
some of their systems on Tuesday 3 November and Wednesday 4 November 2015. These downtimes
are required to implement P305 which is the Electricity Balancing Significant Code Review development.

Circulars are published in the News section of the ELEXON website.

Upcoming meetings and events 

12 November 2015 - BSC Panel
16 November 2015 - Industry Information Day: EU-wide Cost Benefit Analysis on changes to Imbalance
Settlement Period
17 November 2015 - Joint European Standing Group
18 November 2015 - 'Introducing ELEXON' seminar
24 November 2015 - Imbalance Settlement Group
26 November 2015 - Performance Assurance Board
27 November 2015 - Software Technical Advisory Group
 

If you have any feedback on Newscast or any of our other publications, please email
communications@elexon.co.uk
 

Our mailing address is:
ELEXON Ltd
4th Floor, 350 Euston Road
London, London NW1 3AW
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